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a body with him which they said had been found in the
streets. It was soon identified as the corpse of Calvo
Sotelo.

All Spain was horrified, for, although murders had
become common, they had been murders chiefly of priests
and other humble Christians. This was as if Scotland
Yard had kidnapped one of our leading politicians and
done him to death. Nobody felt secure.

On the night of June lyth news came of the mutiny of
a number of regiments in Spanish Morocco. " Nobody,
absolutely nobody on the mainland has joined this absurd
revolt." So said the Prime Minister. But next morning,
Saturday, June i8th, the public learned of the wide extent
of the rising. General Sanjurjo, leader of a previous
putsch (on August loth, 1932), had crashed in an aero-
plane on his way to Spain from Lisbon, and was burned
to death; but other well-known generals, hitherto
loyal to the republic, such as Queipo de Llano in Seville,
Mola, the late Director-General of Police in Saragossa,
and the veteran Cabanellas, had thrown in their lot with
Franco, who arrived in Tetuan on the early morning of
July 19th.

In Madrid there were three Ministries in twenty-four
hours. (During the fifty-seven months of the republic
there had been twenty-eight so-called Governments.)
While vapid politicians debated in the capital, Com-
munism had taken control in the country. " The Govern-
ment does not exist," said Senor Andres Nin.* " We are
collaborating with it, but it can do no more than sanction
what is done by the masses/'

The army in Spain has taken part in many pronuncia-
mentos, and could hardly be blamed by any reasonable
Christian for making an attempt to end the prevailing

* A Communist leader of Barcelona, afterwards liquidated as

a Trotskyist.